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Purpose of the meeting is to give AMs and CPG members an 

opportunity to further discuss child safeguarding in Sport following on 

from the previous meeting.   

 

Identified and further discussed the successes and challenges of 

ensuring child safety in sport.  

 

Cecile Gwilym of NSPCC began with overview 

 A number of sporting organisations which receive funding from 

Sport Wales, 30 of which have/are implementing some level f the 

safeguarding standards for sport 

o Loopholes are local, smaller, lower-funded sport run by 

volunteers meaning it’s more difficult to guarantee procedures 

o Also in new way that leisure provisions are organised – local 

authorities contracted leisure facilities out to contractors.   

 Safeguarding sport know what they’re aspiring too – very diverse 

members representing different bodies 

 

David Hopkins – Stop it Now! Wales 

 Reiterates point about changing nature of leisure provision, more 

voluntary organised sports and community run leisure facilities.  

Also the split between private and publicly funded leisure facilities 

is making it difficult to implement safeguarding policies everywhere 

 

Focus is on ensuring that everybody has safeguarding embedded in 

their practice, but also that they have access to training and resources 

available 

 

Wants AMs to draw Ministers attention to the guidance to demonstate 

it needs to be adapted  

 

Jayne Bryant question: how many of 52 sports have implemented 

procedure 

- Smaller sports are the ones missing/not yet got anything in the 

process 

- At the moment welsh government only funding one person for the 

child protection in sport department of NSPCC, so not necessarily 

got the right levels of staff or capacity to deal with less organised 

sporting groups.  Harder to ensure they adhere to the standard. 

 

Issue with sports bodies currently not being represented on 

safeguarding children boards, meaning that they don’t have access to 

the same resources and advise.  AMs could possibly write to their local 

safeguarding boards to ask how they are engaging with local sporting 

bodies? 



 

Cecile: Vulnerability of disabled young athletes and extremely talented 

and elite young people – identified these groups as particularly 

vulnerable to abuse within sport.  Could be something to be brought to 

Welsh Government’s attention.   

 

Volunteers and Community run sports organisations: previously 

identified as an issue in terms of how you engage volunteers and 

those involved in community sports provision with safeguarding, 

without preventing them from getting involved as lots of facilities 

depend on volunteers  

- Important to strike the right balance, provide training but at the 

right level 

- Important to be vigilant in all environments  

- Gearing the mind-set of people towards prevention, so they can 

spot the signs that there might be a risk of abuse earlier on  

- More broadly about welfare in sports clubs, and making sure there 

are channels that children can go through if they are concerned 

about anything  

Need to ensure as well that people involved in these roles know what 

their responsibilities are 

 

Representative for Suzy Davies AM: Are there any specific areas of 

Wales that are struggling more than others? Are there specific 

challenges facing these areas? 

 

David Hopkins, Stop it Now! Wales: It’s more that we know from 

inspection of social services, education and local authorities that some 

areas of Wales fare much better than others in terms of safeguarding 

procedures and practices.  We know some authorities have had 

significant difficulties, and it can be a slow learning process in these 

authorities, which is often due to these authorities not being kept 

informed of safeguarding practices. 

 

Suzy Davies AM representative: How accountable are private 

companies? 

 

If it’s completely privatised, they’re not accountable to anyone.  Any 

challenges to them have to go through the private companies.  But 

there are instances where local authorities are sub contracting the 

provision of leisure facilities, but the LA retains overall corporate 

responsibility.  Again, this varies and accountability depends.   


